


We rebranded to become Ames History Museum.
We continued to prepare for a future capital campaign,
completing a feasibility study and beginning to finalize what
an expanded museum might look like.
Towards the end of the year, we completed a two-year grant
project to catalog, photograph, and store 2,000 objects. As
part of this project, we launched online access to many of
those artifacts.

I am pleased to present AHM's 2019 Annual Report. Our staff
and volunteers had another very busy year! In addition to
cataloging objects, creating exhibits, and providing engaging
programming and research assistance, we completed several
huge projects: 
 

 
Hopefully you had the chance to attend some of our many
lectures, programs, events, and exhibits throughout the year.
The museum's accomplishments would not have been possible
without your support. Whether you’ve supported us a member,
donor, or volunteer, each act of support and encouragement
has moved the organization forward and helped us achieve the
success we enjoy today. Thank you!
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programs given to 5,141 people
 
 
 

visitors to the Ames History Museum
 
 
 

research requests answered
 
 
 

objects cataloged and entered into
our museum software

 
 
 

volunteer hours by 93 volunteers 
and 5 groups

 
 



Personnel
64.4%

Projects
16.6%

Administration
10.4%

Facilities
8.6%

Donations/Grants
32.6%

City/County
30.1%

Memberships
22.8%

Earned Income
9.6%

Endowment Income
4.9%

Earned income includes gift
shop sales, income from

programs, and net income
from renting offices and

parking spaces.
 

Projects expenses include
events, exhibits, marketing,

and collections. 
 

2019 income minus
expenses: $-12,513

(difference taken from
operating reserves)

 

2019 donations: $88,136
 

Total in endowment
funds: $283,587

2019 donations:
$13,603

 
Total in capital

improvement fund:
$57,949

 

Projected income:
$174,019

 
Projected expenses:

$173,943
 



Completed work on a two-year State of Iowa
Historical Resource Development Program grant
received in 2017 to catalog and better store artifacts.
During the project, volunteers cataloged over 2,000
objects. Each object was matched with its legal
paperwork, assessed for condition, photographed,
and entered into PastPerfect museum software.
Launched PastPerfect Online to provide better public
access to collections.
Interesting objects received in 2019 included: Miss
Ames dress and trophy, Harrison Barnes jersey,
police uniforms, CyRide Moonlight Express signs,
flapper dress.
"Exploring Historic Ames: Unique Selections from the
Farwell T. Brown Photographic Archive" was on
display until early August. In late August, "Uncorked:
The Spirited History of Alcohol in Ames" opened.
The feature exhibit from a couple of years ago,
"Ames Hi Aiming High Through the Years," was
converted to a traveling exhibit, available for rental.



Volunteers worked 5140.5 hours in 2019 - equivalent to
2.5 full-time employees! The current worth of a volunteer
hour is estimated to be $23.41 by Independent Sector.
2019 volunteer hours were worth $119,407.50.
Volunteer projects included: scanning phone books and
photos, collections cataloging, greeting visitors at the
front desk, creating finding aids for the archives,
newspaper research, exhibit installation, serving on
committees, and more.
Three interns from Iowa State volunteered for the
summer: Lucas Ruby (collections), Julia Martell
(collections), and Lauren Jones (marketing and events).
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THANK YOU for
volunteering!



Lecture Series

Another successful lecture series took place March through June. Total attendance for the
five lectures was 422.
In June, a cemetery walk featuring women from Ames history was held at the Municipal
Cemetery. Beautiful weather and an engaging program brought a large crowd.
Hoggatt School was open each Sunday afternoon from June 9 through August 11. Programs
included an 1860s tasting experience, schoolyard games, soap-making, and others. Hoggatt
School had 274 summer visitors, plus ten groups of school children in the spring.
Staff and volunteers participated in many community events including ArtWalk, MusicWalk,
Summerfest in Campustown, PrideFest, Octagon Art Festival, and Snow Magic.
The annual benefit dinner in August was attended by 139 people. Awards were given to Mary
Atherly and the Buck Family. "Speakeasy" was the theme for the evening. The following day,
the "Uncorked" exhibit opened at the museum. The opening event included 1920s mocktails,
beer garden, Prohibition photo booth, and lots of fun.
Two Holocaust survivors visited Ames in 2019 - Celina Karp Biniaz in March and Michael
Bornstein in September. Attendance at these talks totaled over 1,100.
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Ken and Anne Recker
Rae Reilly
Mary Jo Rhode
Rebecca Rice
Ryan Riley
Shirley Riney
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Dennis Wendell
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Steve and Margaret Westvold
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Jack Winkler and Gerri Bugg
Don and Sharon Wirth
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Carole Sue Triplett
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Joseph R. and Elizabeth B. Vancisin
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2019 PROJECT AND EVENT PARTNERS

Altrusa International of Ames
Ames Community Arts Council

Ames Convention & Visitors Bureau Community Grant Program
Ames High School Alumni Association

Ames Jewish Congregation
Ames Main Street

Ames Public Library
Ames Public Library Friends Foundation

Campustown Action Association
Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women & Politics

Chabad of Ames
Fifth Street Dental

Fred & Carol Hoiberg
Grandon Funeral & Cremation Care

Greater Iowa Credit Union
Hillel at ISU

Iowa Jewish Historical Society
Iowa State University Committee on Lectures
Iowa State University Department of History

Iowa State University Division of Student Affairs
Iowa State University Library Special Collections & University Archives

Iowa State University Museums
Jewish Federation of Greater Des Moines

League of Women Voters of Ames & Story County
Northcrest Community

Outdoor Alliance of Story County
Rippke Design

State of Iowa Historical Resource Development Program
Story County Genealogical Society

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

2019 ENDOWMENT FUND DONORS

Mary Atherly Memorials
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Larry and Sara Mitchell
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Harris and Katy Seidel
Dean and Ardy Ulrichson

Daryle & Joyce Vegge

2019 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND DONORS

Burt Drexler Estate
Willie Struss



2019 OPERATING FUND DONORS

Gary Alexander & Betsy West
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Fred and Dianne Borgen
Bob Bourne
Jeff and Jan Breitman
Rick and Janet Brimeyer
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Stewart Buck
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Keith and Dianne Bystrom
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Tiberiu Chelcea
John Cleasby
Mary Jane Clithero
Anne Clubine
Anita Cody
Chuck and Sara DeKovic
Elaine DeKovic
Bob and Carol Deppe
David Digby & Joyce Knol-Digby

Leisa Doran
Burt Drexler Estate
Dennis Dubberke
Margaret Elbert
Peter Fatka
First National Bank
Jan and Cornelia Flora
Dan Franklin
Hannah Frederick
Pam Geringer
Bill and Jean Giddings
David and Hanna Gradwohl
Grandon Funeral & Cremation Care
Greater Iowa Credit Union
Virginia Griesheimer
Barbara Gurganus
Peter Hallock
Ruth A. Harris
Virginia E. Harris
Jan Haugen
Ann Hawthorne
Phyllis Heffron
Nancy Hemphill
Ed Hendrickson Jr.
Maxine Hildebrand
James and Ruth H. Hill
Carly Hlubek
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David Hoffman
Eric and Karen Hoiberg
Carole Horowitz
Tom and Julie Huisman
Jon and Bonnie Hunziker
Dean and Dianne Jensen
Bruce and Marie Johnson
Becky Jordan
Patrick Kavanagh
Michael and Mary Kitchell
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John and Carolyn Klaus
Tammy Koolbeck
Ken and Laura Kopecky
Ken and Bev Kruempel
Bill and Laura LaGrange
Paul Lasley
Wilma M. Lesan
Robert Lindemeyer
Doug and Wendy Livy

Matthew and Mary Logsdon
Jane W. Lohnes
Lonnie and Karen Mannes
Nancy Marks
Marrs Wealth Management
Louise M. McCormick
Ed and Ana McCracken
Helen F. McRoberts
Corey and Amy Mellies
Larry and Elizabeth Middleton
Chris Mondak
Bruce and Barbara Munson
Paul Nelson
Bud and Joyce Nichol
Roger S. Nichols
Bobbie Nordyke
Bonnie Kalton Norman
Jim and Frankee Oleson
Outdoor Alliance of Story County
Don and Jan Payer
Dean Phillips & Carol Alexander Phillips
John Pohlman
Mary Jo Rhode
Ryan Riley
Robert & Harriet Ringgenberg
Michelle D. Robinson
Priscilla Sage
Jon and Emily Sargent
Lee and Sherry Sargent
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Jane Schill
Pat and Kathy Schnable
Kenneth and Shirley Shaw
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Matthew Smalling
Lynette Spicer
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Ted and Joanie Tedesco
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2019 DONORS TO COLLECTIONS

Ruth Hiatt Thompson
Walt and Kathy Trahanovsky
Margaret Ann Trail
Dean and Ardy Ulrichson
Kellen and Casie Vance

2019 OPERATING FUND DONORS

Margaret Vance
Michael and Kathy Vance
Eleanor Vandeventer
Anita J. Wald-Tuttle
Mary Lou Wheeler

Gretchen Wilhelm
Stephen and Lee Anne Willson
Don and Sharon Wirth
Peter Q. Wolfe
Jane Zaring

Kathryn Andre
Peg Barbocer
Harrison Barnes
Kay Berger
J. Bjustrom
Sharon Boen
Bob Bourne
David Brentnall
Mary Lou Bryan
Anne Buck
Jen Buckingham
Ann Campbell
Steve Carlson
Abby Chungath
City of Ames
Paul Clark
Marilyn Clem
Nevill Cox
Linda and Terry Dilocker
 

Barb Egemo
Richard Engalhardt
Alex Fejfar
Brett Floden
Colleen Hamilton
Dayton Heins
Joan Herwig
Karen Hoiberg
Iowa State University
Ginny Jackson
Erv Klaas
Dan Konrady
Jerry Litzel
Wendy Livy
Eleanor and Jarold Mathews
Thomas McBride
Sandra McJimsey
Jan Miller
Mary Moore
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Ruth Martin Riffe
Suzan Shierholz
Tracey Stoll
Story City Historical Society
Kathy Svec
Ellen Tait & Lisa Longo
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Richard Webb
Dennis Wendell
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Sharon Wirth
Richard Wolfe
Hank Zalatel
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