Summer School is Fun at Hoggatt School!
Special Programs Featured This Summer
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30th Anniversary 1980-2010
The mission of the Ames Historical
Society is to preserve local history and
illuminate its stories.

The summer months of
June, July and August bring
regular open hours at
Hoggatt School. Plan to
stop and visit any Sunday
during
those
summer
months between 2pm and
4pm. Hoggatt is on Meeker
School’s playground at 18th
and Burnett in Ames. A
skilled host is always
present to answer visitor
questions and highlight
interesting facts about the
one-room school - Ames’ first - that was built in 1862 during the Civil War.
Schoolyard Game Days will be at 3pm on Sunday, July 3 and Sunday, August 7.

Don’t Miss These Special Programs!

Hoggatt School features books, slates and
furnishings appropriate to the Civil War time
period when it was built.
Ames Historical Society Board:
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Ames Historical Society is an incorporated,
501c3 not-for-profit organization dedicated to
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Website:

416 Douglas, Ames, IA 50010
Open Wed-Fri, 1-5pm
PO Box 821, Ames, IA 50010
515-232- 2148
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The newsletter is published four times a year
for A. H. S. members. Direct comments and
questions to: Editor, PO Box 821, Ames, IA
50010 or e-mail above.
Hoggatt School is located on the grounds of
Meeker School, near 18th and Burnett, Ames,
Iowa. Open April 1 through October 31.

Mark your calendars on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of June, July and August for free
special events at Hoggatt School:
June 12, 3pm
Civil War-era Music and Songs
June 26, 3pm
Costumed Historian Talks about the Civil War
July 10, 3pm
To be announced
July 24, 3pm
Old-fashioned Ice Cream Social
August 14, 3pm
Exploring Grandma’s Trunk
August 28, 3pm
Westward, Ho! Who Settled Iowa?

Early Iowa Agricultural College
Reminiscences:
Written in 1896 by Winifred Dudley Shaw, the
step-daughter of the first college president,
Adonijah Welch; she graduated in 1876
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

These memories of Iowa State University’s earliest days were
discovered by Society staff in an early college yearbook.
We transcribe them without altering the charming style!

I can recall every article of furniture in that room, as
plainly as if I saw it yesterday. A long office table with
heavy wooden chairs around it, a dirty inkstand and
some disreputable looking pens, a newspaper or two,
and some state reports, a great rusty iron soft coal
stove, two cases of books and a big thermometer. The
floor was bare save for the muddy tracks of workmen’s
boots and the air was heavy with stale tobacco smoke.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The memory-pictures of an imaginative child are clearcut and vivid. But being seen through the eyes of
childhood, untaught by experience and unbiased by
prejudice, they are inaccurate and strongly unlike a
grown person’s recollections of the same events.
Therefore, if these bits from my childish memories
differ from those older and wiser than I, they must
consider that the college and the campus, the students,
and my home among them, filled all of my life. For 13
years I arose and lay down, ate, worked and played by
the sound of the college bell and was governed, even in
my thoughts, by the rigid discipline that held the
institution as in the hollow of one man’s hand.
It was on a raw, rainy afternoon in September 1869,
that a little girl, weary with the long journey from
Florida, peered over the side of the big lumber wagon
sent to escort the president of the Iowa Agricultural
College from Ames to his new home. As the patient
mule team plodded through the mud (it had been a
rainy summer, and there was no raised grade between
Ames and the college), the girl caught her first glimpse
of the college building. Only half of the Main Building
was completed, the wings being added later. It was set
in a broad expanse of rough, unbroken prairie.

The rest of the Farm House was as unfurnished and
dreary, but in one of its upper rooms, uncarpeted and
half-heated, with two beds and the barest necessaries of
chairs and wash-stand, Dr. Welch wrote his inaugural
address and worked out in his mind the plans for the
new school of Iowa, that have since been followed.
Industrial education was as yet almost untried, the coeducation of the sexes was viewed with suspicion and
dislike by most of the prominent educators of the day,
but it was in no half-hearted manner that he undertook
to work out the practical application of what were then
only theories.
From the moment when he looked about him on his
new domain that rainy afternoon, his great heart was
filled with a love for this school. That devotion, which
was greater than his ambition, was unfaltering through
years of the most arduous labor, through successes and
failures, in health and in illness, until the day when he
closed his eyes on all earthly labor in far-off California.
Whatever was for the good of the college, that must be
compassed at any cost. Whatever retarded her genuine
growth and development must be ruthlessly cut off
without fear of favor. In that atmosphere of love and
devotion, I grew from little girlhood into womanhood.

There her eyes took in the old Farm House and the
barns, the only other buildings upon the farm, and the
dozen stunted apple trees which were the only trees
upon the grounds. Shortly, the wagon stopped before
the Farm House door and stiff and tired with the dreary
ride, a delicate woman, and four little children were
ushered into the office and welcomed by the bluff, bighearted Scotchman who was the farm superintendent.

I have seen our beautiful campus gradually pass from
wild prairie to a paradise. How well do I remember my
father saying, “The finger of the Lord has dimpled it for
our use; we have only to clothe it with sward and adorn
it with trees to bring beauty out of ugliness.”
How eager he was to prove his words to be true.
How, summer after summer, with his boys and girls
gathered about him, he taught them practical landscape

gardening, lecturing, setting trees, planning roadways
and setting apart building sites with the eye of an artist.
In November we moved to the college building and
shivered through that first bitter winter, when the
building was heated by the Rutan system of furnaces.
We played in our overcoats and mittens and went to
bed when we were too cold to play. I do not remember when the gas was first ready to use, but for a long
time our only light was tallow candles, coal oil being
forbidden in the building by order of the Board of
Trustees. The candle-sticks were primitive, being made
by driving three nails into a square piece of pine, and
the long halls were lighted by three or four of these
brilliant arrangements, which were set upon the floor.
Sometime during this winter, before
Christmas, I think, the first social
occurred. Some of the students were
awkward and uncouth, unused to
society, and untaught as to social
matters. To such the president’s kind
heart was especially drawn. He
desired to send forth his graduates
equipped at all points for the battle of
life, and as the number was small, he could and did
make himself the teacher and friend of each (above).
He arranged this social to take place in the chapel, but
after getting the students gathered together he was at a
loss what to do with them. The boys ranged themselves along the west wall and looked out of the
windows. The three or four girls huddled together near
the door, as if ready to flee. He was in despair, until
Mrs. Welch suggested that he bring in a fine music box
which he had bought in Florence. No sooner was it
placed upon the stage and its tinkling music fairly
started, than the boys and girls gathered around it, and I
have not heard that there has since been any difficulty in
persuading them to associate freely together.
In the spring of 1870 we again took up quarters in the
Farm House, in rooms made home-like and pleasant for
us, expecting soon to have our home in South Hall. But
alas! The concrete brick,
of which it was being
built, was improperly
constructed, and one
morning while we were at
breakfast, a man rushed
into the room crying,
“The house is falling, the
house is falling!”
In great excitement we ran out, to find his words too
true. The new house had quietly collapsed and only a
pile of dust and timbers was left. Fortunately it was
early in the day and only one man was slightly injured.

Two other houses and another west of it were also in
process of building with the same material, but were
torn down to be rebuilt of more substantial brick.
It is curious to remember that the first South Hall was
built facing east, and would, if it had remained standing,
present its back door to the college. The concrete brick
was very handsome, being in large blocks and very
white. It was finally pulverized and used in making the
road-bed of the first drive between the Farm House and
college. The motor [the Ames & College Railroad,
a.k.a. “Dinkey”] track follows it pretty closely now.
It must have been in 1870, that the business of lawn
making was seriously commenced. Turnips were sown
upon the campus and as the roots grew in size and
sweetness they were in great demand by students and
teachers alike. So much so that it was rare to meet one
strolling about the grounds without a turnip in one hand
and a jack-knife in the other.
This was long before the days of the strawberry
bed. Professor Budd and his apple trees, and Jerry
Sexton and his grape vines, were still hid in the lap of
the future.
In 1871, the turnips gave place to potatoes, and that
was the first year the Colorado potato beetle visited
the state. A potato field in a prosperous condition is not
a bad state of affairs, but when it is covered by millions
of crawling, creeping striped bugs it is simply horrible.
Then, as now, the education of the children on campus
was a serious question. The little district school was ill
taught and Ames was thrice as far away as now, when
the motor makes hourly trips. So we were taught at
home by students, mostly, and placed in college classes
whenever possible. In the latter case we were required
to bring home our daily standings on a slip of paper, and
it was not well with us if those standings were anything
less than 4.
Professor Bessey understood this very well and undertook, out of the kindness of his heart, to make the poor
grades attractive to us by drawing beautiful little
wreathes of flowers about the ugly little 3.50 or 3.75 he
was sometimes forced to give us. How happy we
always were when he would take a rough scrap of
paper and hurriedly scratch off a 4.00 and how our
hearts fell when he cut out a neat little square with his
pen-knife and daintily began to scroll it all around.
Pictures of those early days when buildings and
apparatus were few and poor, when real privations
came to all of us, when students and teachers limited in
number but eager and enthusiastic were like one big
family, come flocking to mind faster than my pen can
write for you. But there is a limit to the space you can
spare me, and I must leave the half untold.

Headquarters Happenings at 416 Douglas, Suite 101
Thanks to Neal Tarman

Surprise!

Around headquarters, we miss the
regular presence and quiet humor of
Neal Tarman. Neal served as Facility
Manager for two years and provided
custodial services as a volunteer,
among other facility management
chores and some very odd jobs.
Neal will be hard to replace, but we have hired an Iowa
State work-study student to manage custodial duties
and are seeking a volunteer that may enjoy handling
other building matters several days/month. For more
details, call 515-232-2148.

On May 12, we answered
a knock on our door and
admitted Melissa Wahl,
Wiley-Blackwell Publishers
Editorial Assistant (left).
She came bearing a $1,000
check from John Wiley &
Sons, Inc. earmarked for
use in preserving oral histories and archives. The gift
was a surprise – and a very delightful one, indeed!
Date: May 12, 2011

Questers Contribute to the Society

The Society received an e-mail from Frankee Oleson,
informing us that the Board of Directors of the Rotary
Club of Ames had approved a grant to the Ames
Historical Society for $300 for a digital presentation
display unit. This will allow us to purchase a large, wallmounted TV screen on which to display moving or still
pictures for visitors.

Capt. Greeley & Neta Snook Chapters (below, left)
informed us that their state grant for $1,300 has been
approved. That grant,
together with the $700
contributed by the two
groups (for a total of
$2,000) will be spent
on making hard copy
prints
of
selected
Tribune negatives.
Dane 207 Chapter met
at headquarters on April 12 (below) for their final
meeting before they disbanded. A few mementos were
given to the Society as well as their entire treasury, a
check for $104.80, that will be used for preservation
activities. They were given a program and a tour of
facilities. Several members of Dane 207 have been with
the group for 41 years!

Request from Santa Fe
Pat Trujillo, a Museum Studies student at the Institute of
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe, called about using our
file on Maria Pearson (Running Moccasins). She was
referred to us by Tribune writer, Laura Millsaps. Pat’s
research topic is NAGPRA, the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 that
Maria (of Ames) initiated.
We were pleased to assist.

Subject: Rotary Club of Ames Grant

Visitors through the Door
From January through April, 527 visitors have dropped
in to Society headquarters at 416 Douglas Ste. 101. We
are always pleased and sometimes surprised by what
our visitors have in mind (see Melissa, above). We
were especially pleased when one first-time guest
arrived, following his curiosity after attending our
February lecture at City Auditorium.

Exhibits at HQ
Despite limited space in Suite 101, a new exhibit of
artifacts has been placed in the reception area. “Spring
Cleaning: Then & Now” showcases cleaning implements
from times past along with laundry cases made by
Collegiate Manufacturing that college students used to
mail dirty clothes home. Also featured are games and
pastimes as well as display boards about the Ames Fire
Department. Open hours are Wednesday through
Friday, 1-5pm or by appointment. Call 515-232-2148.

New in the Gift Shop






Publications from the C&NW Historical Society train lovers should see these!
Illustrated Main Street Walking Tour Guide - $1
Gifts to take when you travel - Ames, Iowa t-shirts,
$15; Ames Historical Society Mugs - $7.50
Hardcover book: Iowa Home Fronts: 1940-45 by
our annual meeting speaker, Lisa Ossian
Postcards of vintage Ames images - just 25¢ each

Website Wanderings: www.AmesHistoricalSociety.org
Sent: Saturday, March 26, 2011

Subject: Post card with crossing text
Hi, this is Tom Hansen, Iowa State Daily editor-in-chief
from 1977-78, now living in Indiana. I looked at the
four-way writing on the mystery postcard (in “Help
Identify”, page 1) and here's what I get out of it. Maybe
someone already deciphered it, but if not, I claim the
prize! (and he did get a prize!)

Sent: Wednesday, May 4, 2011

Subject: use of photos

I am Sharyl Simmons, Assistant Curator, Community
Memorial Museum of Sutter County (California). We
are creating an exhibit that highlights World War II
home front cartoons. We hope to explain what
rationing was all about since many of the cartoons are
based on making light of it. You have a photograph on
your website that I would like your permission to use in
this exhibit. We have ration books, wallets and chits for
display but this image does a great job of putting it all
together. It would not become part of our collection
and we would attribute it to the Ames Historical
Society. Note: We readily granted permission!
[Curious about our Photo Use Policy? – at the
homepage on the left menu list, click “Site Search”,
type in “Image Use Policy” and just below the typein box, click “search Ames Historical Society
website”, then hit Society Search.]
Sent: Friday, April 22, 2011

Subject: Bethesda Smorgasbord

Turn 90 degrees counterclockwise and read:
Dear friend: I expect that this will beat you to the
Rapids. I wish I could have the opportunity to go home
on vacation and I envy you. 7 ½ more weeks and I will
get my chance. School has just been going fine this
week had 4 mid-term exams and am sure that I passed
them all. Wish that I could attend D.C.C. this
afternoon but instead I am going to attend the final class
game. It lies (?) between the juniors and preps to
decide the college championship.
Turn another 90 degrees counter clockwise and continue:
Did you have a snow storm Thursday? [question mark
might go after “storm”] The ground here was just
white. It made me think of a sleigh ride. My room
today makes me feel
Turn another 135 degrees counter clockwise and continue:
…like a fire would feel fine. Landlady is away so we do
as we please. We have a swell number on our lecture
course Sat. night.
Turn another 90 degrees counter clockwise and continue:
It just seems like I can’t get stopped. Guess I should
have used a letter. Don’t read it more than once.
Then the signature line appears upside down at the top
of the card viewed normally:
Bye bye W. Everette S.

Thank you for
your wonderful
website. I noticed
the last picture on
the
Bethesda
Lutheran article
did not list the
women in it. The
one on far left is
my mother, Evelyn
Skeie, wife of Arthur Skeie, Ames Pontiac dealer from
1949 thru 1982. The annual smorgasbord was an event
everyone at Bethesda looked forward to, and these
ladies put a huge amount of time into it. L. J. Skeie,
Litchfield, Ct.
Society’s response: Hello Nan, That's wonderful news that
you found your mother pictured! We also have a number of
photos of your Dad. That image is compelling because of
the expressive faces. I hope you won't mind if I place your
note on our website with that photo.
Alan Spohnheimer, Society Administrator
[To find this image, at the homepage on the left
menu list, click Site Search, type in Bethesda
Smorgasbord, and just below the type-in box, click
“search Ames Historical Society website”, then hit
Society Search.]
[To find the crossing text postcard, at the homepage on the
left menu list, click “Help Identify”, and scroll to the bottom
of the first page.]

Sent: Saturday, April 16, 2011
Subject: Help Identify Page
I will attempt to identify a few more people in the
police "lineup" picture from your “Help Identify” pages,
bottom picture, Page 3. The man in the middle, bottom
row is
E.P. “Pinky”
Morris, the
chief at that
time. Arnie
Siedelman is
at top, left.
Then, there
are
four
pictured
who became
chiefs
and
the only assistant chief (ever, as I understand it): E.P.
Pinky Morris, Orville J. Erickson, Harold Olson, Arnie
Siedelman and my dad, Thomas Lyttle, the assistant
chief for a number of years. I will take pictures to our
55th high school reunion this September. Kudos to all
who give of their time and talents to the Ames
Historical Society. Judy Lyttle Gulliver
[To find this image, at the homepage on the left
menu list, click Help Identify, and select page 3 at
bottom.]

“I Can Tell You Care”
On April 15, a phone call was received from Lisa
Stanton, president of the Westlake Historical Society in
Ohio. She had been browsing the internet and found
our website, and had to call to commend us. She
thought we had a very nice online presence and was
impressed with the way archival materials and our
collections were presented. She especially noted the
segment called “Your Stories” that transcribes
memories by residents. Lisa stated, “I can tell you care!”

Books & Maps
To find an 1864 map of Iowa, the year Ames was
founded, at the homepage on the left menu list, click
“Books & Maps”, then scroll to the section titled
“Atlases & Maps” and click on 1864.

More Society News
Lecture Series a Big Success!
The Society’s 2011 Lecture Series was very well
attended, attracting 761 people to our four talks at City
Auditorium. A panel of retired McFarland Clinic
doctors presented part of “The McFarland Clinic Story”
on April 26. The talk set this year’s attendance record
of 230! Pictured in the group shot is (left to right):

Dr. David Wall-retired OB/GYN physician, 1971-1997;
Dr. Louis Banitt, retired Adult Medicine physician, 19651997; Dr. Robert Gitchell, retired Orthopedic Surgeon,
1974-2004; Elaine Raines, retired Human Resources
Director, 42 years of service, Dr. Michael Kitchell,
current neurologist and board chair, Shelley Goecke,
current Marketing/PR Director.

Society Wins Award: Significant
Achievement in Historic Preservation
The Ames Historic Preservation Commission presented
the Society with an award on May 24. The award
recognized the Society’s achievements in historic
preservation through “advocacy, education, community
leadership and promotion of public awareness of the
importance and richness of Ames’ past”.
The Society has aggressively sought and collected an
impressive number of resources that convey
information about the built environment of Ames’ past.
AHS makes these available in a number of ways:
through one-on-one consultations with residents,
through our website, through presentations open to the
public and through publications.

UNI Intern Helps Photograph
This spring semester, University of Northern Iowa
intern, Reese Powers, contributed 15 hours of his time
(for class credit) to photograph artifacts for Ames
Historical Society, directed by Mary E. Atherly, Society
Vice-President. Mary stated, “I was impressed with
Reese’s quiet and steady photography work. In all,
Reese photographed over 100 objects, small and large.”

Ames Historical Society Endowment Fund
About the Endowment
In 2008 the Society created an Endowment Fund that
will generate interest to support day-to-day operations.
That fund balance now stands at ~$40,000.
This Fund is with the Story County Community
Foundation, managed by the Community Foundation of
Greater Des Moines. The administrative costs are very
low (1% vs 4% for some banks) and the pooled funds of
many community organizations receive professional
management not available to any one organization.
The principle of endowment funds is that your gift goes
on giving forever!
Donations are invested and the interest (4% to 5%) is
distributed annually for operating expenses. It is
essential for the long-term viability of the Society to
build an endowment of one million dollars or more in
coming years.

VERY EXCITING NEWS!
The Society has been awarded
a $10,000 Challenge grant from
Iowa’s Department of Cultural
Affairs. To receive this grant,
we must raise $30,000 for our
Endowment by February 2013.
We were excited to learn that
we were one of 10 organizations statewide to receive
the first challenge grants made from the Iowa Cultural
Trust, established in 2002. Over eight years, the Trust
has grown and in 2010, there was sufficient money
available to make the first substantive grants.

Why Should You Donate?
There are multiple bonuses to YOU for contributing:
 The “Endow Iowa”
tax credit program
allows taxpayers to
receive a 25% Iowa
tax credit that is
deducted
directly
from your taxes
owed
 Eligibility for the normal federal charitable
income tax deductions
 Every $3 you contribute earns an additional $1
from the Challenge Grant
 The satisfaction that your donation actively
supports the preservation of Ames history

Donations can be made to AHS with:
 Tangible assets such as cash, corn in a bin or
real estate property
 Transfers of appreciated stock
 IRA rollovers of up to $100,000 if you are over
70 ½ ** (see below)
 Memorial gifts in honor of a loved one or
community member
 Bequests from your estate
 Gifts resulting from being a beneficiary of a
retirement account or insurance policy
Please consider a gift to the Ames Historical Society’s
Cultural Trust Endowment Challenge Fund!

For more information please contact Suzy Shierholz,
Story County Community Foundation (515-232-9200)
or your financial advisor or attorney.

Open letter from Roger Goetz, Ames
February 2011
Dear family, friends and high school classmates,
I have some exciting news I want to share:
I have established a seed fund in honor of my mother
and father with the Story County Community
Foundation. You can see this fund by browsing the
Foundation’s website http://www.storycountyfoundation.org/Seed.html
I'd like to encourage you to consider making a donation
to the seed fund I established or starting your own
family seed fund benefitting the Ames Historical
Society. I think that the Ames Historical Society and
Story County Community Foundation are doing
wonderful work and I wanted to share my excitement
about this with you!

Cordially, RMG
Note: Roger has shared his story about their family from
1948 to 1955 in “Looking Back, An Account of His Time
in Ames.” It can be found on the Society’s website
under “Your Stories.” Roger says, “I think some of you
might like to read some of those chapters.”
** Charitable Gifts from your IRA
The December 2010 Federal Tax Act, scheduled to expire Dec. 31, 2010,
has been extended for the entire year of 2011. This act enables
charitable donors to make tax-free gifts from their IRA’S if the donors are
over 70 ½. Donors may exclude from their taxable income any IRA funds
up to $100,000 that have been transferred directly from their IRA to a
qualified charity. There may be possible tax benefits to you even if you do
not itemize your tax deductions. The transfer may count against your
unsatisfied required minimum distribution from your IRA.

Invitations to You!
June 3 is ArtWalk!
Ames Main Street Cultural District’s ArtWalk is Friday,
June 3, 5-8pm. The Society is pleased to host Ronnie
Lindeman of Memory Maker Design. She will display her
preserved (not pressed)
flowers. They are carefully
dried in silica gel to retain
their color and 3D form.
Ronnie will preserve your
memorable bouquets or
create an everlasting one for
vases or deep frames. She
has been a professional floral designer for 25+ years and
recently won first place in “Brunnier in Bloom” (above).

Special Tour for Society Members!
A tour of the Iowa State University
Horticulture Research Farm is offered
to Society members. The 1½ hour
program will be Tuesday, June 21, at
6:30pm. Guests will ride the “people
mover.” Learn about the history of
the farm and its interesting current
research projects on fruits, vegetables
and ornamentals, and trees, shrubs and turfgrass. Meet
at the farm located 4 miles north of Ames on Highway
69 and 1.5 miles east on county road E-23. Family and
friends welcome. RSVP by June 9 at 515-232-2148.

Is it time to renew your membership?
Renewals are due on the one-year anniversary of last year’s
payment. Check this newsletter’s label for information about
your membership. Memberships fund the day-to-day operations
of the Society, allowing us to continue to be a valued
community resource. We thank you
Introductory - 1st year
Individual
Family
Friend

$10
$25
$40
$50

Sustaining
$100
Sustaining Plus $101-500
Benefactor
$500
Patron
$1,000

Name ___________________________________
Address ______________________________________
Ames Historical Society, PO Box 821, Ames, IA 50010

Correction: Helen Daley Smith Article
The article in the last newsletter on Helen Daley Smith
and Daley Park contained an error: Dee Ann (Daley)
Weiss is Helen’s niece - not granddaughter! Thanks go
to Dee Ann for helping us with historical accuracy!
Volunteers from
Neta Snook
Questers (Ames)
work on their
Tribune prints
grant project
with Dennis
Wendell.

